
 

 

 

 
 
Square Art Projects is pleased to present From the Base Going Upwards, an online 
exhibition of recent work by Elena Gileva. This is the first solo exhibition of Gileva with 
Square Art Projects. 
 
Coiling is one of the most traditional, elemental ways of creating pottery. Lengths of clay 
are coiled around a clay base by hand, smoothed down, and then fired. It is employed 
throughout the world, a global practice that appeared independently, stretching back 
10,000 years to the Neolithic era. There is absolutely no technology involved other than 
the maker’s hands and a source of heat. And it is this elemental, essentialist approach 
that is at the heart of Elena Gileva’s ceramic work for her solo exhibition From the Base 
Going Upwards. 
 
The title of the exhibition relates to the process of building up each individual work from 
its base, each piece a different variation of coiling, layered and intertwined in different 
nuances. Some draw attention to their coils, whereas others have been worked and 
smoothed over to create a ‘complete’ object. This sense of exploration with the material 
is continued in the use of glazes: almost every piece has received three or four different 
layers of glaze before being refired, building up a depth of patina. 
 
The selection of work for the exhibition includes pieces from two artistic residencies 
that Gileva attended in China and Japan to study traditional pottery methods, a line of 
enquiry which she still continues. The way that she twists and braids the clay hints at 
another timeless, ancestral practice in her work: that of weaving. Gileva’s work 
embodies the age-old interaction between the maker and the object, and to a certain 
extent, between the distant past and the present. 
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From the Base Going Upwards opens online on 18th May, and will run until 16th June. 
 
Online viewing here:  
https://www.artland.com/exhibitions/from-the-base-going-upwards  

 
 
A limited edition print has been produced specially for the exhibition and is available 
here: 
https://squ-are.com//shop/ 
 
About Elena Gileva 
Elena Gileva (1992 Saint Petersburg) is a London-based artist whose work is an 
enquiry into the decorative, historical, and ornamental through the mediums of 
ceramic, sculpture and installation. Gileva’s background is both in ceramics and Fine 
Art, having graduated from an MA at the Royal College of Art in London and a BFA at 
Parsons Paris School of Art and Design. Within her practice she combines various 
historical and personal narratives, references, and processes, with hand-built ceramic 
objects taking centre stage in her work. Recent exhibitions and projects include: Enso: 
Coming Full Circle, White Conduit Projects, London (2023); The sound of trees 
walking: Elena Gileva & Jeltje Laborneman, Centre Ceramique Contemporaine, La 
Borne (2022); Echo: Elena Gileva & Nicolas Roggy, Galerie du College Marcel 
Duchamp, Chateauroux (2022); Le Vase: Un Vecteur Culture, Le Don du Fel, Le Fel 
(2021); London Art Fair, White Conduit Projects (2020); Kleureyck, Design Museum, 
Ghent, (2020); Nakanojo Biennial 2019, Gunma, Japan (2019). 
 
About Square Art Projects 
Square Art Projects is a platform for contemporary art in London. We exhibit and 
support international emerging artists in exhibitions, festivals and art fairs locally and 
globally.  
 
Contact Us 
For all enquiries, please email us: contact@squ-are.com or call 0785 0879 837 
Instagram: @squareprojects 
Twitter: @squareprojects 
Facebook: squareprojects 
 
Image credit: Elena Gileva, Blue Swirl, 2018, stoneware and glaze, 12.5 x 13.5 x 19cm. Courtesy of the artist. 


